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COVER MESSAGE: Examiner Laufer. Further to our conversation this morning, attached 
please find a copy of the As-Filed "Request for Reconsideration of Petition For Accelerated 
Examination Under M.P.E.P. § 708.02 (VIII)" filed on November 13, 2001. If you would be so kind, 
please review. Should there be any additional information that you might require, please contact 
me. Thank you for you time and help on this matter. Regards, 

George J. Awad 

THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOB THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED AND MAY CONTAIN 
INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW IF THE READER OF 
THIS MESSAGE ! IS ^OT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERY OF THE MESSAGE 
TO THE INTENDED RECIPIENT YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION. DISTRIBUTION OR COPYING OF THIS 
SJmunSSSn^S i STWCTLY PROHIBITED IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY US 
SSSffmY BY TSLB^WDRErliBN THE ORIGINAL TO U S AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS V,A THE U.S. POSTAL SERV.CE THANK 
YOU 
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la re Application of : Shawn Carrwrighi 
Application No. 09/676,448 
Filed: September 29, 2000 

For; SYSTEM AND METHODS FOR OBTAINING ADVANTAGES 
AND TRANSACTING THE SAME 

Request for Reconsideration of Petition For Accelerated 
Examination Under M.P-E.P. § 708-02 (VIII) 



Dear Examiner, Laufer, 

Enclosed, please find an request for reconsideration of the currently denied Petition For 
Accelerated Examination for the above-referenced matter. The Petition has been amended in light 
of Examiner's rejection to remedy any and all deficiencies. The Applicant respectfully requests a 
reconsideration of and a favorable ruling for the submitted Amended Petition to Make Special, 
Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact. I look forward to your 



response. 




Enclosures: 

Woodcock Washburn u.p 

A Partnership Including Professional Corporations 

www.woodcock.com 
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For SYSTEM AND METHODS FOR OBTAINING ADVANTAGES AND 
TRANSACTING THE SaME 

Certificate of Facsimile Transmission 

I hereov « mf v «wt *his paper -s pemg tacs.mne Transmitted tq 
tfie Special Examiner Pincnus M- Laufer at (703) 305-8266 on 
th« shown De|ov* 




13. 2001 



5lZ _ 




Special Programs Examiner Pinchus M. Laufer 
Technology Center 2100 

Computer Architecture, Software, and Electronic Commerce 
Washington DC 20231 



Sir: 



PETITION FOR ACCELERATED EXAMINATION 
(37 CFR 1.102 and MPEP § 708-02 (Vm)) 

Applicant hereby requests reconsideration of the currentUy denied Pennons To Make 
Special. 

1. Accompanying material 

Accompanying mis request: 

la) An amended Petition to Make Special included therein a statement to correci 
standing deficiencies. SpecmcaUy, a statement that 
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Fee (37 CFR 1.17(1)) 

The fee required is xo be paid by: 

X If any fees result from this filing, please charge all fees to my Deposit Account 
No. 23-3050. 



November 13, 2001 



Woodcock Washburn LLP 
One Liberty Place - 46th Floor 
Philadelphia PA 19103 
Telephone: (215) 568-3100 
Facsimile: (215) 568-3439 




'George J 
Regis 
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la Re Application of: Shawn D. Cartwrignt 

Serial No.: 09/676,448 C ™P Art Unil: 2161 

Filing Date: September 29, 2000 Examiner: Calvin L. Hewitt, II 

For: SYSTEM AND METHODS FOR OBTAINING ADVANTAGES AND 
TRANSACTING THE SAME 

ConifieaTo of F»cximik> Transmission 

I he/eoy certify fnat ml* taper is aoiog facsimile aaasm/rtod to the 
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November 13. 2001 



Special Programs Examiner Mr. Pinchus M. Laufer 
Technology Center 2100 

Computer Architecture, Software, and Electronic Commerce 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

RECONSIDERATION FOR PETITION TO MAKE APPLICATION SPECIAL 
UM> E R ^ c ¥jl i ^ M p £ p 708 . 0 2(VHD 



Remarks 

The Special Examiner has denied the current Petition To Make Special as bemg deficiem 
for failing to meet M.P-E-P. § 708.02 (VIE) (b). Specifically, Examiner states mat Applicant 
failed to include a statement in the originally filed Petition To Make Special that states that the 
Applicant believes all claims are presented to a single invention and the Applicant will make an 
election without traverse if the Office determines that all claims are not obviously directed to a 
single invention. Applicant offers the amended Petition To Make Special included therem the 
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required statement as prescribed in M.P.E-P. § 708.02 (VW) (b). Accordingly. Applicant 
respectfully requests reconsideration of and a favorable ruling for the Petition in light of the 
proposed amendment. 

Amep ^eri Petiti on To Make Special 
Applicant respectfully request pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.102(d) and M.P.E.P. 
708.02(Vni), that this application be advanced out of rum for examination. Applicant bel\^>p.s 
thai nil alaims primed u. a sinele inv e n t ion. In the even t thaf fhe Office determines that 

rlaims g r r nor obviou^Y directed t o a single invention. Applicant will mafce an ejection 
without traverse. 

The undersigned authorized a patentability search by Lacasse and Associates. According 
to Mr. Ucasse's search report, the following subclasses (including the available foreign 
references and publications) were manually searched: Class 463. Subclasses 29 and 42, Class 
705, Subclasses 27. 34, 52. 54, 56. 59 and 77. If any fees result from this filing, please charge all 
fees to rny Deposit Account No. 23-3050. 

The following detailed discussion of the references listed on the attached Form 
PTO-1449 points out how the claimed subject matter is distinguished over the references. One 
copy of each of the references listed on the Form PTO-1449 [is submined herewith] has been 

submitted previously. 

The present invention as recited in each of Applicant's independent claims, 
provides a system and method for creating, integrating and transacting the advantages. As 
explained below in greater detail, the patents and other reference materials discussed herein and 
cited on the Form PTO-1449 lack any disclosure or suggestion of such a system or methods. The 
sysxem and methods of the present invention allows advantages providers to create, integrate, and 
Transact advantages with pamcipating users in non-computing, partial-computing, and computing 
environments. An advantage can generally be considered a desired feature and/or element in a 
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given environment which one is not entitled to have. 

The present invention operates independently of the type of advantage. As such 
participating advantages providers are afforded extreme flexibility to create various advantages 
to be offered in a particular environment or a hybrid of environments. In a preferred embodiment, 
the present invention may be realized as a computing application or features of a computing 
application that allow users to create, integrate, and transact advantages in existing computing, 
partial computing, or non-computing based applications. Comparatively, the listed references do 
not provide systems and methods that allow for the creation, integration, and transaction of 
advantages within non-computing, partial computing, and computing environments. 

The present invention is novel when compared to existing systems and methods 
that offer desired environment features and/or elements. For example, there are a number of 
Web pages (as listed in the accompanying PTO-1499 form) that provide computing game 
advantages to participating users. None of these references, however, appear to provide these 
advantages outside of the computing environment or particularly outside of the computing game 
context. These advantages are directed to extended game play time and extended game features 
(e.g. extra ammunition, extra time, superior skills, or overcoming a challenge within the game at 
the time the challenge is encountered (e.g. Gameshark.com, Cheat Codes 2000, Cheatcc.com, 
and GameSages). In comparison, the present invention supports a wide spectrum of advantages, 
not just focused on the computing game environment. For example, in the context of the 
computing game environment, the present invention may offer game resources, advances in 
game character capabilities, and hints to navigate a particular part of the game, etc. Furthermore, 
the present invention is available to participating users throughout a participating user's 
environment, not only when needed to overcome a challenge. The most important distinction 
that extsts between the present invention and the referenced Web pages is that the present 
invention affords advantage providers the ability to mtegrate the advantage in the participant 
user's environment. With this ability, users are no longer relegated to independently find and 
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ferret out advantages that they, themselves, would be required to integrate within their 
environments. 

For example, if a participating user employed the services offered in the above- 
described Web pages, the participating user would be required to search for a desired advantage, 
retrieve the desired advantage (e.g. game cheat code), and implement the desired advantage 
him/herself in his/her environment (e.g. input the cheat code into the game). This requires the 
participating user to expend a great deal of resources in obtaining and integrating the desired 
advantage. Comparatively, the present invention offers the advantage as an integrated 
environment feature and/or element within a participating user's environment, rendering the 
advantage procurement and implementation process much easier. By using the present 
invention, a participating user is required only to decide if he/she would like to transact an 
integrated advantage. In sum, these Web page references lack any disclosure or suggestion of a 
comprehensive system and methods to obtain and transact advantages outside of the computing 
game context, and more importantly, that provides advantages already integrated within a 

participating user's environment. 

AdditionaUy, the present invention is novel when compared to issued U.S. 

Patents. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,497,479 (Hombuckle) discloses a system and method for 
renting, remotely controlling and monitoring the user of computer software while deriving 
customer user and billing information. The system is automated and is adaptable to support 
functions directed to the rental of video game software. However, this patent does not address the 
creation, integration, and transaction of desired features within a software application. 
Moreover, this patent is directed only to distributing and transacting software applications 
without any reference to the procurement and transaction of non-com P uting elements. 

U S Patent No. 5,907,617 (Ronning) discloses a system and method for gathering 
data rented to usage of software programs sampledby a potential purchaser orother user of the 
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programs Funhermore, w h en a user submits a revest to purchase software programs and 
programs- s0ch „ , credit card number, the system distnbutes an 

provides any purred mformanon, su ^ ^ 

unlocked copy of the digital mformanon to me user. UnUte. me p 

env „. ft. paten, is a— to the uansaction of enure — (,., 

„ ^ 6 oM 6M (Crawferf) ^ „ onlinc service, which 

basis m^iccprovi^^.purc^.^edbiUingofsoftw-^.The 

,„e computing — .,, — ^ diSmbnn0n ' 

software, without regard to integrating the distributed software within ft. parocmatmguser 
environs, such that the palpating user can choose within their environment to A. obtatn a 
oesiable feature or environment variable (i.e. to obtain an advantage). 

US Patent No 6,067,582 (Smith) discloses a system and method 6>r debuting 
software applications, proving secure bilUng/user mformauon over a computer network and 
electing payment therefore. Additional billing nation is disclosea as any vanety o, 

,„e ability to u*c* individual user of the software application. The Smith patent » unhUc the 

billing of software distribution within a software appUcanon. 

US Patent No. 5,166,886 (Monlar) disposes a system for extended mal use of 

Z ptogLns in their entirety, or virtual entirety using a communications nerwo*. As sue 
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try the computer programs. Unl*e the present invention, the Monlar system is directed to the 

^utiono^ 
r^onofadesirede—entfeatu^ 

eDV1TOranenTS ' u s Palent No. 5,625,690 (Mxchel) discloses a system to distribute entire 
software application* wherein the software becomes operable upon proper vernation by a 
software apph ^ ^^^ iB ^^^ ted «y^u»*^ 

""n 

IthatUdoes not focus excluswely the d.strib.tiono, 

US Patent No. 5,708,709 (Rose) discloses a system and method to dtstnbute 
Ucensed tiles over a disced computer systera. The Rose system and merhocU do no, dolose 
ucw»w ^ ,_ t : rtT1 Particularly ibe present invention 

- s.onects of the present invention, rarocuiariy, 

or suggest the novel aspect 

l^asy^andn^o* ^^P««^~^«"^- 

supponed oy *e pre** — need no, be compuiins «— ,s 
exclusively. ^ ^ melhod of 

ao ve«i S in g — — ' « *- " ™ ^ Plly T f me r C ' 

v -Id— ».«— Theseadven^en-smaybedn^o 

WhllC " * * ~ „ d<anogra p to infonnanon and ,he advent «p— nacWed 
uslng « J The PreS en t provides fo, 

:r:i— —i— ^--rr ,te : p " ms 
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These patems lack any disclose or suggestion of a system or methods that 
provide integrated advanta S es (U «- environment features and/or elements) that may he 
Insacted » real time in non-computing, partial computing, and coming envuonments. 

^LtionoTadvantag,, Fl rst,the ^i^**^**"^-* 
"lofrntegratedadvantages^thm^ 

transact! n wansaC Tion occurs in real rime providmg 

Farther, ,he system „^ ^s. today, are rented to seeU 

t^xpending resources. Moreover, with c**, systems, the user ,s often 

Z^y — ^ere^ g ^,e 7r . present 

<e ,. cheat code Web sites) are left to unplement ^dependent 

For all of the foregoing reasons, Applicant respectnmy 
subject matter is patentable over the prior art. 



Respectfully Submitted, 



Jan-03-l 




WOODCOCK W ASHPUBN KURTZ 
MACKIBWICZ & NORfUS LLP 
One Liberty Place - 46xh Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
Telephone: (215)568-3100 
Facsimile: (215)568-3439 
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